
Eye Opening
Spontaneous 4
In response to speech 3
In response to pain 2
None 1

Best Verbal Response
Oriented conversation 5
Confused conversation 4
Inappropriate words 3
Incomprehensive sounds 2
None 1

Best Motor Response
Obeys 6
Localizes 5
Withdraws 4
Abnormal flexion 3
Abnormal extension 2
None 1

GCS Total ____

The enclosed trauma alert
criteria, developed by the
State of Florida–Bureau of
EMS, identifies patients
who must be transported
to a state-approved trauma
center (regulations 64E-
2.017 and 64 E-2.0175).

Patients who do not
appear seriously injured
may still meet Trauma
Alert Criteria.

Report to dispatch:
• Mechanism
• Trauma alert criteria
• Chief complaint
• Airway / breathing status
• Vital signs
• GCS
• Injuries
• Interventions
• ETA

1350 South Hickory St., Melbourne, FL 32901 • (800) 541-1928

The state requires trauma alert patients to be
transported to a state-approved trauma center.

Place First Flight on standby if trauma is suspected.

Glasgow
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For laminated copies of this reference card, please call Holmes Regional Trauma Center at (321) 434-1401 or (800) 541-1928.



Adult Trauma Alert

Any one of the following:
• Active airway assistance required 
beyond administration of oxygen

• HR ≥120 without radial pulses
• Systolic BP < 90
• Best Motor Response ≤ 4 or total GCS ≤12
• 2nd or 3rd degree burns on >15% of body
• Amputation proximal to wrist or ankle
• Penetrating injury to head, neck, or torso
• Two or more long-bone fracture sites 
(humerus, radius, ulna, femur, tibia or fibula)

• Paralysis, loss of sensation, 
or suspected spinal cord injury

Or any two or more of the following:
• RR ≥ 30
• Sustained HR ≥ 120 beats/minute 
• GCS Best Motor Response = 5
• Major degloving injury or flap avulsion >5 inches
• Gunshot wound to extremity
• One long-bone fracture from MVC or fall ≥ 10 feet
• Age ≥ 55
• Ejected/thrown from any vehicle 
(including ATV, motorcycle, moped, or truck bed)

• Steering wheel deformity

Or judgment of EMT, paramedic, 
or other healthcare professional.

Pediatric Trauma Alert  (Age < 16)

Any one of the following:
• Active airway assistance 
required beyond administra-
tion of oxygen

• Any airway adjunct including 
manual jaw thrust, suctioning, 
or others to assist ventilation

• Altered mental status
• Paralysis, loss of sensation, 
or suspected spinal cord injury

• Faint or nonpalpable radial or femoral pulse
• Systolic BP ≤ 50
• Open long-bone fracture, 
multiple fractures or dislocation sites

• Major degloving or flap avulsions
• 2nd or 3rd degree burns on >10% of body
• Amputation proximal to wrist or ankle
• Penetrating injury to head, neck, or torso

Or any two or more of the following:
• Suspected amnesia, or LOC
• Systolic BP < 90
• Palpable carotid or femoral pulse 
but no radial or pedal pulse

• Suspected closed long-bone fracture
• Patient weighs ≤11kg, or body length is ≤ 33 inches

Or judgment of EMT, paramedic, 
or other healthcare professional.

Pediatric trauma
patients should be
immediately trans-
ported to the closest
pediatric trauma
center.  Call First
Flight for transport.

For laminated copies of this reference card, please call Holmes Regional Trauma Center at (321) 434-1401 or (800) 541-1928.


